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Going Out Off-Campus 
Early Elementary 
 

 

CAN YOU EXPLAIN THIS UNUSUAL STORY FROM THE EARLY ELEMENTARY LEVEL? 
 

Three 8-year old girls got into the car with their driver, a parent of one of their classmates.  
It was a beautiful day and the girls were happy about their excursion.  They gave the driver 
the map.  She looked it over.  As the driver took off from the school, the girls called 
directions to her—turn left from Sunset Trail onto the feeder of Lamar.  Turn left onto 
Republic of Texas Highway.  Turn right onto Mopac, etc.  Other than that, the girls did not 
speak to the driver nor did she speak to them.  When the car parked at the greenbelt, the 
girls got out and began walking down the steep path to the trail carrying a small jar 
containing a murky liquid.  They were lively and chatted gaily with one another.  The driver 
followed along behind, keeping them in view and staying ten paces back. 
 
The girls made their way to the creek path and went along it for some time until they had 
reached access to the edge of the water.  The driver followed them at a distance.  The girls 
spent a period of time discussing some matter of importance to them.  At last they knelt by 
the side of the creek and dug a small hole in the bank.  They said some words in a formal 
and ritualistic way and poured the murky liquid from the jar into the hole.  They made faces 
and held their noses.  The girls walked over to the water’s edge and filled the jar.  They 
poured the water into the hole, filled it up with soil, stood up, looked across the water and 
spoke some more words.  They looked into the sky and spoke further. 
 
The girls stepped back and began to chat again with animation.  They turned back up the 
creek trail and headed along it until they arrived at the greenbelt trail.  Here they headed 
back in the direction of the car.  They walked for ten minutes and passed the point on the 
trail where they should have turned up the steep path toward the car. 
 
The driver thought to herself that this was neither emotionally nor physically unsafe.  She 
thought to herself that there was still plenty of time before lunch and even if the girls got 
hungry or were late for lunch, they would still not be emotionally or physically unsafe.  The 
driver knew and respected her role.  She valued the experience the girls were having and 
knew missing a turn and figuring out what to do about it would be a benefit to them.  She 
valued the experience the girls were having and knew that missing a turn and figuring out 
for themselves what to do about it would be a big part of the benefit. 
 
The girls began to look around.  They slowed down and consulted with each other.  One girl 
stopped and said to her friends that she thought they had missed their turn.  Another girl 
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called out to the driver to ask whether they had missed their turn.  The driver looked off in 
the other direction and began to examine the leaves on a twig.  She didn’t answer.  The girls 
giggled to each other and one said it was silly to ask the driver because the driver wasn’t 
allowed to answer.  The driver could only help if they were emotionally or physically unsafe, 
she said, and they weren’t.  The other girl said they would have to figure it out for 
themselves.  The third girl said they could find their own way. 
 
One girl said they should go a little further before turning back.  The girls continued along 
down the trail a bit more slowly.  Then they turned back in the opposite direction, looking 
carefully for their turn.   The driver followed along in silence, ten paces behind.  The girls 
found the turn in the trail and went up the path toward the car.  They chatted 
enthusiastically to one another while they drove back to school.  They did not speak to the 
driver nor did the driver speak to them. 
 
The driver and the girls got out of the car at school and went inside.  Once inside, they 
hugged the driver, called her by name, and began to talk to her with great excitement.  They 
laughed about missing their turn.  The girls thanked the driver warmly for her service.  The 
driver and the children told the story to the guide.   
 

THE EXPLANATION OF THE STORY: 
THE MEANING AND IMPORTANCE OF GOING OUT DURING THE EARLY ELEMENTARY CYCLE 

 
One of the minnows from the balanced aquarium had died.  The three girls wanted to care 
for the tiny body.  They had gone to the creek to collect the minnows for the aquarium.  
They discussed their aim with the guide.  First they thought they would make a ceremony 
and bury the dead minnow in the community animals’ graveyard.  Then they decided it 
would more appropriate to return the body to its source, the creek where they had 
collected the minnows.  They began to make preparations with the guide for a going out.   
The girls filled out the forms.  They planned a date two weeks ahead with the guide.  They 
discussed how long the trip would take and what equipment they should take along in their 
backpack.  They thought about what sort of ceremony they would like to hold.  Would they 
release the body into the creek water from whence it came?  They decided to bury the little 
fish body in the bank because that’s what people like to do.   
 
The girls got out the city map and marked the route from the school to the creek.  They 
wrote out directions using left and right and the names of the streets.  They kept the body 
sealed tightly in a small jar of water.  The girls consulted the list of parent drivers and called 
one to schedule a day and time two weeks in the future.   
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When the day arrived, the driver sat in the library apart from the guide and the girls.  She 
listened carefully while the guide gave her final instructions to the girls.  The driver would 
need to know how to do her part in following these instructions. 
 
The guide said:   
 
I am going to turn my back on our kind and generous driver and speak only to you, not 
because I am ill-mannered or unappreciative but because this is a “going out.”  Maria 
Montessori planned the “going out” program as an experience in independence and 
personal resourcefulness for the children.  Her plan was for children to leave the school 
alone on foot or by city bus.  That was safe and appropriate in her time and place.   
 
Since that plan is not safe and appropriate in our time and place we have planned for 
children to go out accompanied by a driver who will remain ten paces behind but keeping 
them within sight at all times.  The driver will respect the children’s need for using only their 
own resources to carry out their aim.  She will not even speak to the children and she will 
not help them in any way.  If the children need help, they are to ask another adult.  If they 
can’t get the help they need from another adult, they will return to the classroom and make 
a better plan.  If the other adult looks over the children’s heads and speaks to the driver, 
she will say, “I’m only the driver. The teacher has put the children in charge.”  The driver will 
turn away.  The children will say, “The teacher has taught us how to be in charge and asked 
us to speak for ourselves.” 
 
If the children find they are missing some article they need to complete their going out, they 
will figure out what to do on their own.  They aren’t to ask the driver for help but may ask 
another adult for help.  If the children have forgotten a library card or money, or if they 
have miscalculated the amount of money they need, they will return to school, plan the trip 
a little more carefully and schedule it for a time 2 weeks in the future.  The driver will not 
comment on it, but will only say, “I see it is time to return to school.”   
 
If the children’s behavior is inappropriate the driver will not address it.  She will only say, “I 
see it is time to return to school.”   
 
All of these guidelines are designed to ensure that the children receive the benefits that a 
true going out has to offer.  The going out will be carried out, as much as possible, as if the 
children had really gone out on their own by foot or city bus without an adult along.  This 
will give the children an enormous boost in self-confidence and self-esteem.  They will 
exercise the personal power and independence that is so basic to healthy development and 
so satisfying to children’s power needs.  Yet with the presence of the silent driver always 
observing the children, their emotional and physical safety will be assured.   
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So that is the Austin Montessori School plan, the modern-day plan, for going out!  And you 
children will be ready to go as soon as we review a few auto safety rules.  They include using 
booster seats, making sure seatbelts are buckled before the ignition is switched on, not 
unbuckling until the ignition is switched off, and getting out of the car on the curbside, 
waiting for the adult to open her car door first, and stopping at parking lots and 
intersections to cross with the driver.  
 
Children, remember that Marilyn Allen is here to drive you and to see that you are 
physically and emotionally safe.  She will keep you in sight at all times.  You children and 
Marilyn will not speak to one another and she will stay ten paces behind you.  She is not to 
help you in any other way.  But if anything or anyone poses a risk for your emotional or 
physical safety, Marilyn will intervene immediately to protect you.  Otherwise she will 
respect your right to learn through your own struggles with difficulties and confusions that 
the situation presents.   
 
Remember, if you don’t have what you need or you can’t get the help from other adults to 
carry out your aim, Marilyn will bring you back.  She won’t discuss it with you or give you 
advice.  She will only say, “I see it’s time to return to school.”  If your behavior is 
inappropriate she will not discuss it with you.  She will only say, “I see it’s time to return to 
school.”   
 
If the adults where you are going look over your heads and speak to Marilyn instead, just 
say to them, “Excuse me please, we are on a special project from school.  We have practiced 
and are ready to speak to you ourselves and to explain everything on our own.  Mrs. Allen is 
our driver.  She is not supposed to speak for us” 
 
Go now and enjoy yourselves.  Represent your families and your school well.  And have a 
wonderful time! 
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